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After that embarrassing
recount, can Florida regain
the public’s trust in elections?
BY JOHN REZA PARSIANI

Special to the Miami Herald

As I travel the world
selling Miami real estate,
I am struck by the dated
perception that many
people still have about
our city and region. I hear
variations of “Miami is
cool, but there’s no culture!” or “Is Miami a safe
place for me to move to
with my family?” or “Is
Miami really a serious

business city?” and I find
myself smiling and taking
a deep breath before correcting these misconceptions.
The problem — if it can
be called that — lies in
the incredible velocity of
improvements to Miami’s
cultural, entertainment,
shopping, real estate and
infrastructural offerings
over the past 10 years,
which may have happened too quickly for the
rest of the world to fully
realize.

A SUPERNOVA OF
CULTURE, SPORTS,
AND ENTERTAINMENT
Consider: The Adrienne
Arsht Center for the Performing Arts opened its

Much of the world has a perception of Miami that’s not
up-to-date, says real estate broker John Reza Parsiani.

doors in 2006. So, as
recently as 12 years ago,
downtown Miami did not
have the extraordinary
ballet, opera, or theater
offerings that it does
today.
While we locals take
Art Basel’s annual return
to Miami (along with its
throngs of affluent and
discerning art lovers, and
their private jets) for
granted, we forget that
the world’s largest, finest
and most respected art
festival has been an institution here “only”
since 2002. The remarkable Pérez Art Museum
“just” opened its doors in
2013, instantly becoming
the city’s flagship art
museum and a world
leader in modern and
contemporary art.
Ten short years ago,
could any of us have

imagined a Wynwood
district that’s now a glittering cauldron of street
art, fashion studios, art
galleries and tech startups (not to mention the
best coffee, bread and
donuts you’ve ever
tasted)?
As a true sports city
with world class football,
basketball, hockey, golf,
tennis, polo and, hopefully, the MLS David Beckham-led soccer stadium,
signs point to Miami soon
becoming the only city in
the world to have all of
the five major sports, as
well as Formula 1, announced for 2020. The
Miami Heat has won
three NBA championships
and its host venue, the
American Airlines Arena,
regularly welcomes the
biggest names in music
and popular entertain-
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Bad ballot design may have
changed Florida’s election outcome.
But there’s an easy fix

it’s all here and expanding
at a phenomenal pace.
Last year, Amazon even
ranked Florida among the
top 10 (No. 7) most entrepreneurial states in the
country!
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