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Miami real estate is driven by generosity
JAGUARS 17, DOLPHINS 7

difference in our communities and make them better
places to live,” said NAR
President John Smaby.

BY CHRISTOPHER ZOLLER

Special to the Miami Herald

THE WORK BEGINS
AT HOME
While no formal research
exists to authenticate the
equally overwhelming
generosity of Miami and
South Florida real estate
professionals, anecdotal
evidence clearly demonstrates this conclusion. As a
practicing residential real
estate agent, a heavily
engaged volunteer with the
Miami Association of Realtors, and a member of
numerous organizations, I
am delighted by the systematic kindness and spirit
of giving that is inherent in
our industry.
Observe the large-scale
philanthropic efforts of our
area’s richest, largest, and
most powerful real estate
offices, the “small” contributions of time, money,
and expertise by individuals, and everywhere in
between, and you will find
a real estate community
that is serious about improving the lives of neighbors and neighborhoods.
While charitable efforts

are generally more pronounced during the holiday
season, throughout the
year you will find the “bigname” brokerages leading
yearlong efforts to combat
homelessness through
clothing drives, dinners,
and large-scale home
builds. Other offices deduct money from each
agent’s commission to
support local hospitals, and
many collect new and
unused toys that go directly to disadvantaged local
children.
Further inspiring is the
big-heartedness of my
individual colleagues, too
numerous to mention by
name, who contribute to
agencies, nonprofits, or
houses of worship through
their own personal volunteering and/or the generosity of their family foundations.

and breadth of the association’s charitable endeavors is dizzying, with a
range of programs to support our community’s
homeless, underfed, foster
children and seniors. The
association also manages
numerous efforts to help
beautify, revitalize, and
improve South Florida’s
smaller and developing
neighborhoods through
cleanups, “pop-up markets,” mural paintings, and

more.
I am proud to also mention that the Master Brokers Forum, a small but
powerful collective of the
region’s top real estate
producers (and the organization behind these monthly columns) has contributed significantly toward
local college scholarships.

test, and South Florida is
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collective munificence
many industries, including
manufacturing, tourism,
retail, financial services,
and the legal profession.
But when homes are the
very heart of your business,
the entire body works together to keep it healthy
and strong.
Master Broker Christopher Zoller is an agent with
EWM Realty International,
305-329-7779, zoller.c@
ewm.com. He was the 2017
chairman of the board for
the 49,000 member MIAMI
Association for Realtors.
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Grant a wish. And make a difference.

BSO plans to change instructions it gives to
deputies who respond to an active shooting
After its response to the
massacre at Marjory Stoneman
Douglas High was sharply
criticized, the Broward Sheriff’s
Office has drawn up a new
active-shooter policy.
BY NICHOLAS NEHAMAS

nnehamas@miamiherald.com

Ten months after the Parkland
school shooting — and dogged

building where a gunman killed
17 people — the Broward Sheriff’s Office plans to change the
instructions it gives to deputies
responding to an active shooting,
according to an internal memo
obtained by the Miami Herald.
The biggest change under the
new policy: Deputies are now
told they “shall” — rather than
“may” — attempt to enter the
scene of the shooting in order to
stop the killer and save lives. The

safety commission, which included parents of students slain
in Florida’s worst school shooting.
In a draft report of its conclusions released earlier this month,
the commission wrote: “The use
of the word ‘may’ in the BSO
policy is ambiguous and does not
unequivocally convey the expectation that deputies are expected
to immediately enter an active
assailant scene where gunfire is

office did not immediately respond to a message Sunday.
Neither did Broward Sheriff
Scott Israel.
In November, Israel told the
commission he personally inserted the word “may” into the
old policy to prevent deputies
from entering situations that
would result in their certain
death.
On Feb. 14, Nikolas Cruz
strode into the freshman build-
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